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CHALLENGE

Chemicals virtually affect all sectors of human activity. It has been rec-
ognized globally that poor management of chemicals adversely affects 
human health and the environment, compromising the world’s most 
vulnerable and marginalized groups, the urban and rural poor, partic-
ularly women and children. UNDP assists countries to respond to the 
objectives of the multilateral environmental agreements that target ef-
fective global chemicals management through Capacity Development, 
Technical Assistance, Training and Trial/Demonstration Programmes 
and Technology Transfer.

In the country, UNDP is supporting the Government to assess its sound 
management of chemicals regime and improve its incorporation into 
the national development planning agenda. The country has been 
working intensively on the reduction and elimination of Ozone Deplet-
ing Substances (ODS), and the management of Persistent Organic Pol-
lutants (POPs), and is on its way to finalize the formulation of a national 
chemical profile.  Additionally, through creation of the coordinating Na-
tional Ozone Unit, the Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning 
established an excellent basis for the successful management of ODS 
in the country. As of today, more than 98% of ODS consumption are 
phased out. As a continuation, the management of Persistent Organic 
Pollutants (POPs) started in 2002 with implementation of the GEF proj-
ect “Enabling activities to facilitate early action on the implementation 
of the Stockholm Convention on POPs”. 

The main objective of the project was the preparation of the National 
Implementation plan on the reduction and elimination of POPs, which 
is already implemented very successfully in some of the priority areas, 
such as PCBs and obsolete pesticides. 

Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)

POPs are long-lasting chemicals that can become widely distributed 
geographically and that, through contamination of food, water, air 
and soil, can accumulate in living organisms to levels harmful to hu-
man health and the environment. POPs are produced and released 
into the environment by human activity. Some are used as pesticides, 
some as industrial chemicals, and some are the unwanted by-products 
of chemicals and/or combustion processes. 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

This project will contribute to the overall strengthening of the national 
capacity for sound management of chemicals. The main focus will be 
put on the recognizing the highest priorities and development of the 
Action Plans with Mainstreaming in National Development Planning 
processes, reiterating the Government’s commitment towards the 
implementation of environmentally sound chemicals management.

RESULTS:

Since the very beginning of the project, several situation reports 
were developed for the agriculture, transport and communications, 
customs administration and health sectors, containing all the neces-
sary data that allow a clearer insight into areas of high risk exposure 
for both human health and environment in the country. 

In addition to this, a study was conducted for qualification and 
quantification of costs and benefits in the management of the major 
chemical problem areas.  

A phased plan to address the needs and priorities of a national 
sound management of chemical governance was also developed, 
facilitating the making of more informed decisions and actions on 
national level.

A series of workshops and seminars were organized aiming to facili-
tate the development and formulation of a National Plan of Actions 
for Sound Chemical Management. Significant focus was put on im-
proving the overall cooperation and coordination among all part-
ners and stakeholders, which has led towards the overall strength-
ening of the national capacity for sound management of chemicals.
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